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AL ted seittinifliit Meeting “of the 


Humane Society, June 12,+1787. 


~ ay ) O T-E D,° That the Honourable 


James: Bownorn, Eg; L.L.D. Prefr- 
dent, Thomas Ruffell, Elq; Piri V. Prefident, 
Rev. Simeon Howard, D. D. Treaturer, Rev. 


Samuel Parker, and Rev. Peter Thatcher, be , 


a Committee ta wait on the Rey. ohn La- 
throp, D. D. and return him the Thanks of 


this Society for his excellent Difcourfe deli- 
vered this day, and requelt a Copy thereof 


to be printed at the Societys’ Expence. 
A true Copy from the Records, 


er Att teft, SA MUEL PARKER, Rec. Sec? Ve 





- ee 


GENTLEMEN, 


: [ AM greatly, honbured by the notice 


which the Humane Societry have 
been pleafed to take of the Difcourfe deli- 
vered before them on the Jatt Tuefday, and 


by the very obliging manner in which they 
have requeited a Copy thereof to be printed. 


A DESIRE in fome meafure to aid the | 


caufe of Humanity, influenced m@ to ac- 


cept the appointment made by the Truftees 


of the Society, agreeably to the tenth Ar- 
ticle of the Inftitutes ; and influenced by the 


; pinion which the Society have been pleaf-_ 

ed to exorefs, that the defign of the Inftitu-. 
tion may be ferved by publifhing the Dif- _ 
courfe, | will give a Copy for that purpofe. 


Baflon, june, aay. oa coe 


Joun, LatqRor. — 


ee 
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“naked, to nourith the orphan, ‘and 


“fight of Gop our Saviour. 





Diio8 (0 Oe U -Re-88. 





Luxe ix. 56. 


The Se of Man is not “come 


to deftroy men’s lives, butt 
Fie them. oe 






.. OBWICK ‘inf tutions, eer i 
; “on the general principles of bene- _ 4 
=< volence, and calculated either top 
promote the happinefs, or ts alleviate | 
the fufferings of human life, are ho- 
noured and encouraged among” all the 


civilized nations of ihe world. 
ye 








To feed the eee gry, and olathe igre 





help the widow'in ditrefs ,» are, fervi- 
ces acceptable and well pheafing in the 


Bur. 





[ 6 1 
Bur as the mind of man is affected 
with the crzs of the needy, and with 
the fight of wretchednefs, fo the relief 
of prefent mifery has been the object of 
thofe benevolent inftitutions in general 
which have heretofore been eftablifhed 
by the wealthy and generous. The 
founders of benevolent inftitutions in 
general have carried their views no 
farther than apparent death, unlefs to 
provide. a decent interment for fuch as 
could no longer receive the fruits of 


their liberalities. But fince the dif- 
ccoveries of modern times have fuffici- 


ently proved, ‘* That the total fufpen- 
as fron’ of the vital fun@ions of the 


- animal body, is by -no means in- 


ak compatable with. life,” * inftitutions 
have been formed in various parts of the 
_ world, for the recovery of perfons, af- 


ter they had tafted death, and funk in- 
toa ftate of infenfibility, from which, _ 
if left without affiftance, they could not™ 





have awoke, ‘cll the | morning | of the 
refurrection, : : 


* Tnfticution of the Humans Society in Bofon, 


oe 





“ Pig a 


AY PROPOSAL for a fociety, for the 
purpofe now mentioned, in former days 
of ignorance and fuperftition, would no 
doubt have been treated as impious and 
abfurd : But the fuccefs which has at- 
tended the exertions of focieties formed 
for the recovery of perfons vifibly dead, 
particularly fuch as were drowned, has 
far exceeded expectation. 


xc ts ie the facets mihi has 
atiended Humane Societies i in Europe, 
number of Ge atlemen ately formed. 
themfelves | into a ‘Society of the fame 
name, and for the fame benevolent pur- 
pofe in this. Commonwealth. | 











Fo, hid the Seitat defign of es ies ; 
ftitution, this Society have a ftanding Ota 
der, “ That fome perfon be appointed — 


16 deliver a publick Difcourfe, on the - - : d 
“© fecond Tuefday of June, every year, = , 


** upon fome Medical Subjed, connect 
‘‘ ed with the principal objects oF the 
6 Society.” 


Th 


1 fe ny 





le ices 
To deliver a Difcourfe upon a Mediz © 
cal Subject, would be out of the line of 
my profeffion: But as the Truftees of 
the Society have fignified their pleafure, 
that an Inftitution of fo interefting a 
nature, be introduced with a Religi- 
ous Exercife, and that the firft Dif-— 
courfe be rather on the general object. 
of the Society, than confined to the 
Medical Science, 1 chearfully obey their 
order ; relying on the patience and 
— this re{pectable affembly. 


ae words of our eee placed oC 
the head of this Difcourfe, nate lead 
us to confider the value of human life, 
and the duty of preferving it ae every 


oO method 1 in our Bp rel. 


Tue holy Evanpeliits who ins faith- — 
fully recorded the life of Jesus CHRIST; 
abundantly teftify that his adtions per- 
fectly correfponded with the declara- 


tion in the text: He conftantly went : 
about doing good. He not only is 228 





LC ae 
the hungry, and healed the fick, but on 
feveral occafions he. invaded the empire 
of death, and reftored to difconfolate 
mourners, their connexions and friends. 


He at once gave demonftration of 
the power which he had received from ~ 
his Father in Heaven, and of the va- 
lue which he fat on human life, when, 
at the city Nam, he “detained the fu- 
~. neral proceffion, which was performing 

Pr laft kind office to the only fon of 
an afflicted widow, and with a fove- 
reign word, reftored him again : 
his mother :—When he brought back 
to life the daughter of ‘Farrus, after it _ 


was declared by all who faw her, that 
fhe was dead ; and more particularly, / 


when. he raifed Lazarus from the grave, | | : 
after he had been buried four day me 


i We may be affifted in forming ; an 
_ eftimate of human life, not only by con- 
, fidering the value which was fat up- 


ss. PX PM ae Re TRE ST ee ee PEE Re NT el, = APACE Lp pe oe Fett aea 





[ % } 
on’ it by the Son of Man, but by at- 
‘tending ‘to’ the frame and conftitution 
of our :nature, together with the rank 
whichiwe hold among the creatures of 
Gop ;—by attending to the defire of life, 
which: is almoft univerfal among - the 
human race, and by confidering the 
fervices which the children of men are 
capable of renderidg one. another, i in the 
feveral connexions | and relations which 


fey fuftain. i saat 


~ ~ 


Pe 
ay 





oe ae was Méfigned by his og 
igo have. dominion over other animals, 
“and. he. was qualified | for this faperiour 
~ rank, by receiving: a capacity for im- 
| provement, beyond | tee other creatures: 
| on the. earth, on | 






2 “Weapons. contrived ce ‘wad, 
fkill, and directed by the feeble ‘hand 
of man, are more fatal 0. the ravenous 

“beafts of the forett, “than all pe 

: frength and fury are to man. - 





Sevyera. of the inferiour animals 
indeed difcover furprifing art in pro-_ 
viding for their fupport, amd in fecur- 
ing themfelves againft their enemies : 
But while they are furnithed with faf- 
ficient fagacity for the prefervation of. 
their fpecies, it does fot appear that the — 
mental faculties which they have, are 
capable of any confiderable enlarge- 
ment, ‘Their natural hiftory does not: 
inform us, that any tribes of animals — 

ie le & 
_ the means of fabfiftence,, or to defen 








low. man, are better able to 






* themfelves | with more: fuccefs agai 
fuch ‘as. would deftroy them, than. they. 
‘were. feveral thoufand, gears UPOL en hae 


“eae 
eae bec 
Les es) 
Soy 


Bu the improvements in. afefal 
J knowledge, which have been made by 


ee ae 


are’ - farprifing, —Man, ‘by ‘tilling | 

the earth, which feems to ‘be his natu-— 
al bufinefs, finds by experiments and. 
- ~oblervations, t thal atthe means s of Sulit | 





¥ 
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vee 
ai ‘ 


| [ 12 . 


_ ance may be gathered from a fmall piece 
of ground.—-Man can alfo  traverfe 
the ocean, and by an art which no 
other creature hath learned, he can 
circum-navigate the globe, and pleafe 
his tafte with the produce of every 
clime : Or, by the ufe of letters, man 
may abide at home, and yet: colle@ 
both knowledge and wealth from ne- 
tions the moft diftant, and the leaf 
acquainted with each other. — 
ee Puta wk, to enlarge his pitt, | 
and increafe his intellectual happinefs, — 
man, by the ufe of figures, anda few 
inftruments which his own fkill hath 
Invented, can look into the heavenly 
“regionse=can furvey thofe vat bodies 
which revolve about the common cen- 
tre of the Syftem to. which we be- 
long ; yea, he can look beyond our 
 Syftem, and make acquaintance with 
other worlds and other fyftems, until 
the grandeur of the Univerfe aftonifhes 


his 


apts; J 


his mind, and to ufe the words of a 


great Philofopher and Divine, ‘* He 
“turns giddy * with the profpect.” 


Sucu being his nature, and fuch 
his capacity for improvement in know- 


ledge and intellectual felicity, we may 
be fure the Author of his exiftence 


defigned him for a happy and honoura- 
ble rank in creation. 


M AN is at the head of the creatures 
which dwell on the face of the earth s 
but the treafures of the earth cannot fa- 
tisfy him: He feeks acquaintance with 
other world j——he longs to converfe 
with fuperiour beings, and feels the 
higheft pleafure in contemplating the 


-perfections of his Creator, in the bound- 
acs Uainerte.. | 


Sucw Pibstire bacase to man ; 


- fuch pleafure he is. capable of enjoying 


in 


4 
* Rev, Dr. Pricer. 


Leste 
in the prefent life ; life is therefore 
defirab'e.— There is no evil which we fo 
generally dread, as the lofs of life : «* All 
“that a man hath will he give for his 
life.” Every conceivable enjoyment 
-enthis fide Heaven depends on the conti- 
nuance of life Crowns and fceptres lofe ) 
their value as their owners draw near 
the grave. In that dark abode, the 
flave and the fovereign are equally im- 
potent : In the grave there is no know- 
ledge—no mental erjoyment. When 
** the days of a man are finifhed, and 
“ he paffeth away, his love and his ha- 
Po: tred, and his envy perifh with him. 
“ Tf his fons come to honour, he know- 
™ eth it not: If they are brought low. 
” he perceiveth it it not of them.”* 


Av ah fen ivione dope ‘on the or= 
gans of life, fo: when thofe organs” are 
Caw ae we have reafon to fear a 
oe a mental _ 


~ 


© Jos xiv. 21, a 





: C'S 39 


mental éxercifes indi ceafe, until he wie 


fir ft gave us exiftence fhall reftore us from 





the ruins of nature, and bring ns ae og 


ward to refume the tufk, and completé 
the work which we left ‘unfinithed. * 


Ir it be true, that every conceiva- 


ble enjoyment on this fide Heaven, dee 


pends. on. the continuance of life, we 
fhall endeavour to protraét our own ex- 


iftence, and we fhall endeavour to cH 


cue from the gate of death, fach ‘a 


are in danger of going ‘down’ ‘to ihe 


grave, before their eg time. 


fone 


es cate of. human. life will, fill 


ae in: view, aS we confider the fervices 


which the children of men-are capable of 
rendering each other, in the feveral con- 


“nexions = seta which fuftsin, 


_ Nise ae 


Site are our Connexions, that’ our 


nappies grenly depends on one and- 


yon | 


* 


therm Y 
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. * Dr. Hantiay’ Olery tons ‘on Man, 
a% & 
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fo 7 
_ther.—-The happinefs of a whole em- 
pire may depend on the life of a wife 
and good monarch.—The happinefs of 
a ftate or province may depend on 
‘the life of rulers, whofe abilities and 
fidelity merit the confidence of the 
“people.—The happinefs of parents de- 
pends on the life of their children ; 
- And the happinefs of children depends 
on the life of their parents, efpecially in 
their young and tender years.—Next to 
our own diffolution, there is nothing we 
: dread fo much as the death of thofe with 
Mom ‘we are intimately connected. 


EME: Tae 
oe fe 
Ce ae oy 





0: THER Pe pfiderations might be fug- 
gefted to illuftrate the value of human 
life, were I not afraid of protratiing 
this Difcourfe to an improper Jength. 


Tue ftrength of kingdoms and em- 

g inhabitants, _ core they are swell 

governed and employed. ee 
~~ Burt the value of human life, is not 


‘to be wholly ae by” the enjoy= 
mente 


a ae 
ments of the prefent ftate, and the fer- 
vices which the children’ of men are cao 
pable of rendering each other: The pre- 
fent mode of our exiftence may be confider- 
ed as a ftate of difcipline, defigned by an 
allwife Creator to prepare us for higher | 
employments, and more perfect felici- 
ty.—-The prefent life may be confider- 
ed, with reference to a future ftate, as 
childhood with reference to mature 
age. In another world we may act 
with much more knowledge, and with 
manly vigour. —At prefent we know. 
but in part, but in a future ftate we 





may know even as we are known. _ 
Knowledge and happinefs may be pout ; ¥ 
ed in upon our mind, in ways which | 
far exceed our prefent conceptions. a 
Our happinefs however, at our entering. 
on a future ftate, will be proportion< 
ed to the improvement we zow make 
of our mental faculties, and of the oppor= _ 
tunities we have to be ufeful, to others. : 
The longer therefore we continue in-- 





bas 
2 ot 
i ea 


the prefent ftate, provided we make — 
good improvement of our abilities, and 
opportunities for ufefulnefs, the better 
fhall we be prepared for a future world. 


C From © 





te; 

From all that has been faid, human 
life appears highly valuable: It is our 
duty to preferve our own life, and the life 
of others. “ The Son of Man came not 
‘to deftroy men’s lives, but to fave them.” 


To fave human life, when in immi- 
nent danger, is the great object of the 
Humane Societies which have been efta- 
blithed in various: parts of Europe; and 
of the Society of the fame name, but 
lately eftablifhed in this Commonwealth. 


As the hiftory of the Humane Socie- 
ties which have been formed within the 
| Jatt twenty years, is not generally known, 
I prefume it will not be difpleafing to 
give a fhort account of them : This 
Affiembly will then judge whether a So- 
ciety of this fort merits encouragement. 


Tue firft Society of this kind which 
I fhall mention, and the firft for ought I 
know in the world, was eftablithed at 4m- 
flerdam, inthe year 1767. A few wealthy 


Gentlemen of that City, ftruck witha va- - se 
miety of infiengen:) in which ees — - 


into 


EP rq 


into the water, were loft for want of 


proper treatment when brought on the 


fhore, formed themfelves into a Socie- 
ty for the recovery of drowned perfons. 


Tue reports of that Society inform 
us, that in the {pace of four years from 
the date of the Inftitution, one hun- 
dred and fifty drowned perfons were 
recovered by the ufe of the —— 
which the Society recommended. * 





Some of the perfons thus reftored to life — 


had been under water an hour and a half 


THe aftonifhing fuccefs weucch ate 
tended. the exertions of the Societies at 


Amfterdam, and at Hamburgh, encou- 
raged fimilar Inftitutions at Venice, Mi~ 
lan, mhees ees Paris and London. 


ey was ‘Bablithes | at Paris, ‘the: 





experiments were made on twenty 


eight drowned perfons, and twenty- 


thre of them were recovered. 
? F ROM 


| © Doéor ALexanpeR Jounson’s. Account of 
Societies for the recovery of drowned perfons, Sc. 

















i 2 oe 

From the reports of the Humane 
Society in Great-Britain, it appears, 
that in the firft ten years, ‘* Seven 
hi hundred and ninety-fix were re- 
‘¢ ftored from apparent death :” By 
far the greateft part had been drown- 
ed ; fome had lain under water an 
hour and a half, and one, two hours. 


BEesipDeEs the numerous inftances 
of recovery after drowning, and feve- 
ral after fuffocating, ftrangling and 
other accidents, a fingular cafe is relat- 

ed. by the Rev. Mr. Tuompson, 
who preached a Sermon for the Hu- 
mane Society, at Brompton-Chapel, of 
a Lad about eighteen years old, who 
was ftruck apparently dead iby a flath 
of Lightning.—One hour anda half paf- 
fed, before any means were ufed to recover 
him, and the means were continued three 
hours, before any figns of life appear- 
ed; at length animation was reftored, 
and in a fhort time after he fecovered to 
perfect oe * : 





Ws 








o ‘The cts remarkable cafe is entered ow the margio Bi a 


of, “A brief Account of the — Seciety eftablith } 





bi.4 

Ir is to be withed this fuccefsful 
cafe may be generally known, that 
like trials may be made, whenever 
there {hall be occafion. | 


Wet ee no figns of life have ap- 
peared after fevere ftrokes of Lightning, 


there have feldom, I believe, been any 


attempts of confequence made to re- 


{tore animation. But in fuch cafes of — 


apparent 











‘* ia this kingdom, (Great- Britain) in the year 1774. 


** By Dodtor W. Hawes, Regilter and Secretary.” 


A.ruoven the Lightning rends the knotty oak and 
{plits the hardeft rocks, no breach is made on the 


animal body, by ftrokes which occafion inftaat death. 
How Lightning 4ills, feems not to be generally deter- | 


mined by thofe Gentlemen who have given attention 
to the fudje.—If very heavy ftrokes aefroy the tene 
der parts of the fyitem, fo as to render ail endeavours 
to reftore animation ineffectual, the above cafe will 
incline us to think, perfons may be flruck apparently 


dead, when no effential injury is done to the organs eo 


of the body. 


THat great Philofopher, ‘© Door PRIESTLEY, has | 
‘© given us fome curious experiments, in the fecond — 
‘* part of his ingenious Treatife on Air, tending to 
“© prove, from the diminution of common air by 

_ the eled?rick fpark, that the latter either is, or con- 

‘* tains Phlogifton, fince it does the very fame 

ae * une that Phlogifton does.” * I» 











3 # Dof&tor Tuomas Henay, F, R. s. 
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Luce? 6g 
apparent death, if ‘the effential organs 
of life are not injured, perhaps the 
ufe of proper means may be attended 
with as happy fuccefs, as in cafes of 
drowning, firangling, or fuffocation. 


Tue aftonifhing fuccefs which has 
attended the exertions .of Societies efta- 
blithed in other parts of the world 
for the recovery of drowned perifons, 
and others in whom, by various acci- 


dents, the vital - flame feemed to be 


ae 








If the ele@trick (park is Phlogiftos, or contains Phio- 


- giflon, may we not fuppofe when a volume of Light- 
ning pafles through, or involves an animal in its way 
from a cloud, or from the earth, the portion of refpi- 
rable air which the animal pofleffed, will be immedi- 
ately furcharged with Phlogifton ; In that cafe, the 


Jungs will coliapfe, and all che vital functions inftant-— 


ly ceafe, asin cafes where animals are plunged into 
' inflammable air, or any other deadly vapours. 


M. Lavorsier has proved by chemical experiments, 
‘chat only one fifth part of the atmofpherick air, in 
which we live, is capable of fupporting life ; and 
therefore, thould that fmall part be furcharged with 
Phiogilion, or by any means be rendered mephitick, 
the effect on fuch animals as may happen to be in- 
. wolved in fuch air muit be inftant fuffocation and 


death, unlefs Pieeniet by fupplying the _Tunge : 


1 


with good air. 


ie 





ee 
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wholly extinguifhed, encouraged feveral 


Gentlemen in this Commonwealth, to 


form themfelves into a Society for like 
benevolent purpofes: But from the time 
in which the Society was inftituted, hi- 
therto, no perfon has been drowned in 


this neighbourhood, on whom the 


experiments could be made. 


As the great object of the Society is 
to fave life, they not only promife a re- 
ward to fuch as firft difcdver, and 
bring intelligence to one of the Phy- 
ficians of the Society of any accidents pro- 
ducing apparent death, but they alfo pro- 
mifea reward to any, who, bya fignal 
exertion, fhall fave another from death. 


One cafe of this fort has happened, 


and a reward has been given to a Per- 


fon in this Town, for exerting himfelf, 
and hazarding his own life, to fave a 
Lad who was in danger of perithing 
under thes ice. * 


v THe 








* Young Mr. SLOANE faw a Lad fall through the iee, 
into the Mill-Pond ; and haftening to the place, 
without waiting to pull off his clothes, he plunged 
into the water, and brought the Lad to the thore, 
after he had funk fevera] times to the bottom. 


e ¥ 
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- Tue Society have alfo printed and dif- 
perfed, a confiderable number of Pamph- — 
lets, containing Methods of Treatment to 
be ufed with. perfons apparently dead, 


ftom drowning, and from feveral other 


accidents, which in a fhort time mutt 
_ prove fatal, if no affiftance can be had. 


Tue Society alfo, taking into confi- 
- deration the deplorable condition, in 
which many of our fea-faring Brethren 
have perifhed after fhipwreck, for want — 
of a fhelter from the ftorm and cold, 
determined to erea&t a few {mall build- 
ings, on the moft dangerous parts of the 
_ fea-coaft, in which thall be lodged mate- 
rials for the comfort of fuch as may be 
caft on fhore. Two of thofe buildings 
will be foon finithed, when notice will 
be given of their fituation. 


_ Tuus far has the Society proceeded : 
Confiderable funds may be neceffary in 
order to carry their defigns fully into 
execution. ‘They have no doubt but 
they fhall receive every encouragement 
which they can have reafon to expect, 
from the Government of the Common- 
wealth ; ; and they pee it will not be 
& ‘o dif- 


Li 35: cd 
difpleafing to requeft a collection of fuch 
of the prefent Affembly, as are able and 
willing to aid their benevolent defigns. 


SHoutp the funds be fufficient, 
great improvements may be made on the 
original plan. Premiums may be in= 
larged for the encouragement of fuch 
as fhall exert themfelves to fave life : 
Experiments more numerous and more 
{atisfatory may be made to reftore ani- 
mation, in cafes which have been ge- 
nerally thought defperate, by which a — 
more perfect acquaintance with the hu- 
man conftitution, no doubt may be ob- 
tained, and the art of healing may be 
rendered more extenfively ufeful. 





ALTHOUGH we are not to expect | 
the fatal effects of difeafes can be wholly 
prevented by“any efforts of human wif. 
dom, and human benevolence, we may 
however indulge a hope, that by Bee =. 
greflive improvements in the knowledge — 
of nature in general, and the noble are. 
of healing in particular, many difeafes 
which have heretofore fpread defolation 

far and wide, may be greatly mitigated, 
es ; 2 Ong. 


| 46. | 
One dreadful difeafe, * which next te 
the plague, had been forages the terror and 
deftroyer of mankind, is now almoft de- 
prived ofits power to hurt.-It is impoflible 
to fay how far other difeafes may be fub- 
.dued in confequence of future difcoveries. 


_ As the human fyftem is compofed of 
materials, fubject to daily alterations, - 
from the very aliments which we receive, 
and from the air which we infpire, we 
muft not. expect in the prefent world, to 
be exempt from difeafes and death : 

But the difcoveries lately made by che- 
mical experiments, and particularly by 
experiments on ar, encourage a hope, 
that remedies may be found to counter- 
act, and for a much longer time than 
heretofore, prevent the fatal confequen- 
ces of thofe alterations. in the animal 


fyftem, to which it is liable. + 
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+ It is with peculiar pleafare,” fays. Doaor Henry, 
«¢ chat I can congratulate the Publick, on the seaulian 
«« of fo valuable an addition to the Mareria Medica, ¢ 
‘¢ ed air, J—Dottor PercivaL has favoured the Pakibek 
‘¢ with fome-caies, in which fixed air thrown into the ta- 
*¢ teftines produced: ‘conliderable: benefit : That Gentle- 

man’s- 
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Asrand deat may be confidered, as 
principal caufes. of animation. When 
the great AUTHOR of nature had complet- 
‘ed the human body, He breathed into it, 
and gave it life.—Future experiments 
muift determine, if the difcovery {hall 


ever be made, how long the body may 


remain infenfible, and apparently dead, 


and yet, if the organs are not effentially - 


injured, may be animated by inducing 
“heat, and fupplying the lungs with 
good air. It is demonftrated that the 
body may be animated, after all appear- 
ances of life have ceafed for feveral hours. 





But left any, from what has been — 
faid on the fubject of reftoring animation, 
fhould with to have experiments made | — 


in cafes where there can be no proba- 
bility of fuccefs, it may not be amifs to 


obferve,—attempts cannot be encourag~ 
ed for the recovery of thofe who are > 


worn 
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_ man’s practice, and the obfervations of other ingeni- — 


‘* ous Phyficians, have fince furnifhed fome additional ca- 
“< fes, in which the good effects of this medicine were in- 
‘¢ difputable. It has alfo been applied with great fuccefs 
“* as a fumigation to foul ulcers, and I have ufed i¢ with 
<< the moft happy event in putrid fore throats, and ulcerat- 
4¢ ed mouths and gums,attended with putrid fymptoms.”’ 

Vide. M, Lavoisizr’s Effays Phyfical and Chemical. 
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worn out with age,or die of difeafes which 
effentially injure the organs of the body, 


Cases which afford hope of fuccefa 
are thofe in general called fudden 
deaths ;—fuch as drowning, fainting, 
fuffocating by the noxious vapours of 
burning coal, fermenting liquors, wells, | 
cifterns, and other confined and deep pla- 
ces, to which we may add, {trokes of light- 
ning, ftrangling ; * — and in general all 
cafes of apparent death, where there is 
reafon to fuppofe the organization of the 
body remains intire. WueEn- 











® There are feveral cafes related by Doctor Jounson, of 
perfons reitored from apparent death, after being 
fuffocated and ftrangled. 


Mr. Grover, Surgeon in Doftor’s Commons, Paxton, 
communicated the cafe of Patrick Redman, who was 
hanged in the City of Cork, for a flreet-robbery, 

Tris Culprit hung twenty-nine minutes; no figns of 

dife appeared after the firit four minutes. 

On the Sheriff’s retiring, the rope was cut, and the body 
was Carried toa field, near the place of execution, where 
the ufual methods for recovering perfona apparently 
dead were ufed near four hours, withowt any effect. 
** Mr, Gover then made an incifion through the fkin, 
‘‘into the wind-pipe, in the ufual manner, and blew 
‘© flrongly through a canula into the lungs: About 
‘€ twenty minutes after, the blood,at the temporal arte- 
‘* ry, which had been opened, began to run, and 2 flow 
* pulfe -was juft pexceptable.” The experiments 

. | were 


if 
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WHENEVER weare happy enough to 
recover any of our fellow-creatures from 
apparent death, the Humanity which 
we profefs, will excite us to afford them all 
needed affiftance, fo that their ranfomed 
days may prove peculiarly advantageous. 


To the honour of the Humane Society in- 
Great-Britain, they not only endeavour to 
fave life when in imminent danger, but 
they provide means of inftruction for fuch 
as by their exertions, have been faved 
from death. Perfons thus recovered, 
are affembled at ftated periods for reli- 
gious worfhip, and devotional books, 
fuited to their circumftances, are diftri- 
buted among them. 





You will allow me to infert a few fen- 
tences. from a Letter fent by an eminent 
Phyfician in Eng/and, to one of the Infti- 
tutors of that Humane Society, accompa~ 
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were carried on from two o’clock, until a little after 
feven, before the poor Creature was fuificiently alive © 
to open his eyes: But the fecond day he was fo well | 
as to walk eight miles back inro the Country, to elude 
the fearch of the Ojficers of Juflice.—He was feen 
feveral years afterwards, by perfons who related that 
he was in good health. 


Ee 3 
aying a fum ef money to purchafe books 
for the purpofe juft mentioned. 


” In reflecting,” fays he, “upon the — 
“* nature and defign of the Humane Socie- 
«© ty, one cannot but recal to mind, with 
‘* a kind of pious retrofpection, the won- 
‘« derful example of our Saviour, in 
‘* raifing multitudes from the dead, and 
“* going about to fave life, and promote 
‘religion. This divine example the 
“« Society has laudably imitated, and its. 
‘© endeavours have been bleffed with fuc- 
“‘cefs. The hufband has been reftored 
‘to the difconfolate wife, the father to 
“the helplefs child ; and above all, 
‘© many an unhappy victim of intempe- 
_*rance and defpair has revived te 
“‘fentiments of virtue and piety. 


“Im moft of the Inftitutions in this 
© Metropolis, founded by the benevo- 
** lence and humanity of its Inhabitants, 
‘« the principal object has been the re- 
‘lief of prefent-mifery: But the atten- 
“tion of the Humane Society, has been 
‘‘ extended beyond the grave : In -giv- 
** ing life to the xeeue corpfe they 
‘* have — 


Figs ¢. 


‘have likewife endeavoured to reani- 


‘¢ mate the mind, and awaken it to a 
‘‘fenfe of reverential gratitude to the 
‘‘ oreat Grver and PREsERVER of life. 


‘* THERE is no picture in hiftory fo 
‘e tenderly affecting, as the affemblage c of 
‘‘ the numerous objects whom the Society 
‘have been. made the inftruments. of 
“ redeeming from death, when united 
in pabtiels devotion. nee 


«© Tur tear of compaflion and fympac 
* thy, drawn from every eye, by fuch 4 
‘fight, is the ftrongeft tribute of pub- 


“ lick approbation | that can be given to 


« the exertions of the Society. . 


THE “pious and truly benevolent fenti- 
ments expreffed in this Letter, do honour 
to the Writer, and to the Inftitution of 
which he is a Member.——— More need 
not be faid to encourage the ufe of pro- 
per means, and fhow the high probability 
of reftoring animation in many cafes, 
after the body hath Jain a confiderable 
time Pie soldat BOaG : 
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* Dr. Joun Coaxnery Lettsom, Sambrook. Houle, 
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No tongue can exprefs the joy we 
fhould feel, were the companion of out 
foul—were a beloved child, or any dear 
friend, who had been {natched from us 
by fome dreadful accident, reftored a- 
gain to our bofom, from the fhroud, or 
from the coffin ! 


Turis joy has been realized by fuccefsful 
experiments, in other parts of the world : 
This joy, it is poffible, fome of our con~ 
nexions or acquaintance, may have an op- 
portunity to realize, in future time. 


A REMARKABLE cafe has been com- 
- municated to the Society, of aGentleman, 
who, I fuppofe, is now living in Pérla- 
delphia :—Five or fix years ago he was 
in France, where he was fick, and was 
fuppofed to have died :—Three days af- 
ter his fuppofed death, a Phyfician hap- 
pening to look into the coffin, jut be- 
fore the corpfe was to have been buried, 
judged from the countenance, animation 
aight be reftored: The funeral was 
delayed, and by the ufe of proper 
means, the Gentleman was reftored. 

to his friends and to the world. — 


Fig 5 


Eas 


Tus inftance fhould caution us a- 


gainft haftening the body of our friends 
to the grave. In cafes of fudden death, 
the laft folemn rite fhould not be per- 
formed until there be evident marks 
of putrefaction. * 
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* Another cafe, communicated hy JonaTHAN WILLI- 
AMS, jun. Efq: which he received from Dr. FRANKLINg 
I fling into this note, on account of its fingular nature. 


A GENTLEMAN, who Jaboured under a difeafe which 
he himfelf foppofed would prove mortal: When he 
approached the laft aoonies, his faithful Servant wes 
weeping by his fide ; he ordered the Servant to watch 
him, and when he had breathed his laf, to get naked 
into his bed, and as far as poffible tacompafs the bo- 


dy; then to breathe forcibly into his mouth, and to: 


continue thie ac until he fhould recover, or hecome 
cold : The Servant pundtually obeyed : The Gentle- 
man recovered, and lived to relate the Mery many 
years after. : 


Wirnovur taking any thing from the ey in the re- 
covery of the young Shunammite, recorded in the fourth 
chapter of the fecond book of Kings, we cannot help 
obferving, the Prophet Zij4a made ufe of means fome- 
what fimilar to thofe ufed in the cafe jnft related, 


«© And he went up and /ay upon the child, and put © 


*¢ his mouth upon 4s mouth, and his eyes upon Sis 
- eyes, and his hands upon 67s hands, and he ftretch- 
*¢ ed himfelf upon thechild, and the feb of the child 
“\ waxepD warM.—And the child {acefed---and 
** opened his eyes.” 
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But while we drop a tear over the 
grave of fuch of our fellow-creatures, 
as may have, alafs ! too foon, been joined 
to the congregation of the dead, let us 
_prefent our grateful acknowledgments to 
‘to the Fatuer of Lirz, that he hath, 
in this age of rapid improvement, led 
to thofe important difcoveries, by which © 
many of the human race may be fav- 
ed from an untimely end. 

Tue tender feelings of our heart, and 
the Spirit of our holy Religion, sage 
unite in the caufe. of Humanity. 





a 


‘Tue Son of Gos came into the world 
to fave the life, and promote the happi- _ 
bee nals of the children of ‘men, . 





ie 
Be 


Ler it be our detetmnination to fol- 
a Jow his moft amiable example. Let us 
be conftant and unwearied in works of 
Humanity, and we fhall receive the full re- 
wardof our labours, when thofe who found 
relief from our hand, when ready to 
2 pepe, thall rife up and call us BLESSED. 
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Containing-a fhort Account of the 
HUMANE SOCIETY, in 
the Commonwealth of Massa- 
cHusETTs: Together with the 
Meruop of TREATMENT to 


be ufed with Perfons apparently 
dead from drowning, &c. | 


a 


N the Year 1785 feveral Phitche. | 


and a number of other Gentlemen 


in the Town of Boffon, having fome ac-_ oH 


quaintance with Societies in Europe, which 


have been formed within the laft. twen- — .. 


ty years, for the recovery of perfons ap- 


parently dead from drowning, Suffocation, a 


firanglng and other accidents, propofed — 
to eftablith a Society of a fimilar kind © 


Hind Fee 


in this Commonwealth. - AS 





was accordingly opened ; ; and a futiicient: 
Number having entered their. Names, a — 
Meeting was appointed for the choice: of 





Officers,and the eftablithmentof fuchRules oe 
as were thought neceflary for the future 


- direétion of the Society. ‘ame 


$ 


ub{cription , 
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_. Tue annual Meeting for the choice of 
Officers, is on the firft Tuefday in Decem- 
ber. The prefentOfiicers of theSociety are, 


The HoNOURABLE 
TFTAMES BOW DOIN, Big; ©. L, D. 
; PRESIDENT. 


Tuoomas-Russett, Ef; 
Firft Vice-Prefident. — 


Joun Warren, M. D 
Secong Vice-Prefident. 


Rev. Srmeon Howarp, D. D. 
| Lreafurer. 
Rev. SamMuEL PARKER, 
Recording -Secretary. 


Rev. Joun Cu ARKE, 
. Correfponding-Secretary. 





T2067 BBs, 
Rev. Joun Laturop, D. D. 
Rev. Perer THACHER, 
seg THoMas Wetcu, 
Mr. NaTHANAEL Batcu, 
ie Dexter, M.D. 
SAMUEL. HENSHAW, Efq; 
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APPENDIX. iii 

AGREEABLY to the tenth Article of 
the Inftitutes, at the Semiannual Meet- 
ing, which is on the fecond Tuefday 
in June, a Publick Difcourfe is deliver- 
ed by fome Perfon appointed by the 
Truftees for that purpofe, upon fome 
Medical Subject, connected with the 
principal objeéts of the Society ; and 
on the fame day agreeably to the thir- 
teenth Article, the Prefident and Trutftees 
adjudge a Medal to the Author of the 
moit approved Differtation which they 
fhall have received in the courfe of the 
preceeding year. | | 
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Metruops of TreaTMENT to 
be ufed with Perfons apparently 


dead from” rowning, &c. 


THOUGH the following Methods 
are chiefly adapted to cafes ef apparent 
death from drowning, yet the Society 
think it proper to obferve, that moft 
‘of the means of reftoration herein re- 
commended are applicable to a confi- 

..derable variety of other cafes, fuch as- 

- hanging, convulfion fits, cold, fuffo- 

_ cation by damps, or noxious vapours, 

the confined air of wells, cifterns, 

eaves, or the muft of fermenting li- 

-. quors.—.The Society. have in the moft 

_ effential Articles of Treatment, fol- 

4g lowed the recommendations of foreign 

. ~ Societies of a fimilar nature ; though 

= they have endeavoured by a few ne- 

| eeflary alterations, to render them 

- more conformable to the particular 
et tntiances of the Country. 
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aS HE unfortunate perfon is to be 
| conveyed -carefully to the: neareft 
publick or other houfe open for its 
reception, in fuch a manner as to prevent 
‘the extinction of | any {mall remains of 
life that may exit : For this purpofe the 
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head is to be La een! alittle, asin bed, 
see and 
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and the body fhould be carried | in a id 


and eafy porture, as in the fame fituation. 


Il. Tue object is to be immediately 


ftripped, and laid on a warm bed, and 


the fin well dried with heated anvils. 


the mud and froth to be removed from 


the mouth and noftrils; if the body was 
naked at the time of the accident, it is 


then to be furrounded as expeditioufly as 
poffible with a hot blanket, and thorough- | 


ly dried with coarfe cloths or flannels. 


III. WHEN the air is very cold or moth, 
the various Methods of Treatment are. to 
be made ufe of near a large fire, ori 


Seated apartment. On the other hand, | 
if the weather is warm, or fultry, (as 1 in 


the fummer feafon)the windows and doors 


of the room fhould be opened ; and in eve- 

ry other poffible way a cool refrefhing ait — 
obtained ; as it is of the greateft impor- _ 
tance in brin ging forward the latent {park 


of life, or in reftoring natural breathing. 


IV. No perfons are to be admitted i ine 


to the room, but thofe who are actually em- 


ployed in exerting their utmoft endeavours 


for the recovery of the unfortunate ; fix 

perfons. are therefore the greateft num- 

ber that can ever prove ufeful on fuch oc- 

cafions 5 3 and thofe who are by-ftanders 
? for 
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for the fake of curiofity fhould be re- 
quefted to withdraw,as their prefence may 
retard or totally prevent the reftoration. 


V. Tue fmoke of tobacco thrown up. 
the fundament fhould be ranked among 
the earlieft applications ; if a fumigator * 
fhould not be at hand, the common pipe 
will anfwer the purpofe of applying this 
vapour tothe bowels. So eafy and im-_ 
portant an operation fhould be ‘repeatedly 
performed, as the good effects of tobac- 
co {moke have been proved in many cafes. 


oul. Tuer fkin is to be gently rubbed 
with warm woollen cloths, and a warme 
_ ing-pan heated (the body being fur- 
rounded with flannel) may lightly be 
moved up and down the back for a confi- 
_derable time. Wooden bottles, - filled 
with hot water, &c. ot heated bricks, 
covered with flannel, may be. effica- 
cioufly applied to the foles of the feet, 
palms of the hands, and other parts of 
the body. Meas C4 | Vil. 





og SREB CERES TRON 
: tox fets of thefe inftruments’ are already procured at 

the expence of theSociety ; one fet is depofited, by order. 
of the Truftees, with Do@. Joun Warren, in School- 
‘Street, another with Doé. Davip TownseEnp, in Effex. 
Street: The Truftees intend, as foon as poffible, to pro- 
cure one or two more fets, when the Publick will be notif- 
ed. with whom they are lodged.—When the common pipe 
is ufed,the fmoke is to be blown with the mouth from the 
bowl, through the ftem, into the fundament, covering 
the bowl with a handkerchief, ‘or ae piece of linen. 
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VII. Ir achild has been drowned, its body 
fhould be wiped perfectly dry, and imme- 
diately placed in bed between two perfons 
of good conftitution; the falutary effects of 
the natural vital warmth have been clear=_ 
ly proved in a variety of fuccefsful cafes. | 


VIE. Tue body is to be rubbed with 
flannels, fprinkled with fp:rits, and fo- 
mentations of hot rum are to be applied 
to the breaft, &c. and often renewed. 
‘The noftrils may be every now and 
then tickled with a feather ; /nuff and 
volatiles fhould be occafionally made ufe 
of, to excite fneezing if pofible. The 
various means of recovery fhould be made 
ufe of by the a%fants for feveral hours, 
the body is to be gently (haken every ten 
minutes, inofder to render the procefs 
more certainly fuccefsful ; and the bodies 
of children in particular are to be agitated, 
by taking hold of their arms and legs 
frequently, and for a continuance of 
time. In a variety of inftances agitation, 
in conunction with the methods laid 
down, has forwa-ded the recovery of boys 
who had been crewned, and continued 
for a confiderable time epparently dead. 

TX. Ir there be any ficns of returning: 
life, fach es uvhing, gafping, convulfive 
motions, pullation cr a natural warmth, a 

| EF {poonful 
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fpoonful of any warm liquid may be ad- 
-miniftered ; and if it proves that the power 
of fwallowing i is returned, then a cordial 


draught may be given in {mall quantities, 
butnot without the dire€tion ofa Phyfician. 


, 


BLEEDING 7s never to be employed in fuch 
cafes, unlefs by the direction of one of the 
Medical Afiftants, or fome other re[pectable — 

entleman of the Faculty, who has paid 
attention to fuch unfortunate accidents. 


Tue methods which have been fo ful- 
ly recommended, are to be made ufe of 
with vigour for feveral hours, although 
- no favourable circumftances fhould arife ; 

for it is a vulgar and dangerous opinion 
to fuppofe that perfons are irrecoverable, 

_becanfe life does not foon make its ap- 
pearance ; and upon this. opinion, an 
-immenfe number of the feemingly dead 
have been committed to the grave, who 
might - have been RESTORED TO LIFE, a 
by refolution and perfeverance in the 
Plans of: Treatment now recommended. Ss 





WHENEVER any good has been pro- 
duced by the means recommended, the 
Perfon who has fuperintended the cure 






‘count of it to the Society. 
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